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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES - amended
February 26, 2016
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Member Greg Radlinski (Chair), Danny Ferreira, John Pittman, Ralph Hodges
Excused: Charlie Kleeman
Also: Jeff Clements - City Council Research
See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the group reviewed the following bills:
2016-159 (authorizing issuance of $50 million in Jacksonville Housing Finance Authority single family housing bonds): the committee expressed concern about whether there is a need to subsidize mortgages in the marketplace and about the ultimate liability for the bonds and for the mortgage backed securities should the mortgages that support their repayment be defaulted. The committee asked the JHFA to send a representative to a meeting next Monday, February 29th to discuss the need for and operation of the program.
2016-131 (appropriating $30,000 from Environmental Protection Trust Fund for the U.S. Green Building Council’s LiveSMART initiative): Council Member Ferreira questioned the appropriateness of using governmental funds to promote the purchase of products from private businesses and to support the purchase of a trailer as a means for providing information when other methods might be more cost effective. The committee made no recommendation on the bill.
2016-140 (administrative department  reorganization): the committee discussed whether a conflict of interest might be created by placing the Environmental Quality Division, which enforces air and water quality regulations, in the same department as the Mosquito Control Division and Neighborhood Services Office, against which it might have cause to take regulatory action. The committee discussed the controversy created several years ago when a previous administrative reorganization put the Environmental Quality Division in the Public Works Department where it was responsible for taking regulatory actions against another division reporting to the same department director.
Motion (Radlinski): the TRUE Commission recommends caution in reorganizing the Environmental Quality Division to avoid placing it under the control of a division or department subject to EQD regulation – approved 4-0.

2016-142 (appropriation of $500,000 from the Downtown Historic Preservation Trust Fund to the Bostwick Building): the committee questioned whether there is enough of the building left to consider it a historical building any longer.
Motion (Radlinski): the TRUE Commission recommends disapproval of the appropriation in 2016-142 to “restore” the Bostwick Building because the historic building has been reduced to a partial shell; using the Downtown Historic  Preservation and Rehabilitation Trust Fund for this building is inconsistent with the purpose of the fund – approved 4-0.
2016-156 (removal of the Bob Hayes Track Meet from the Council Auditor’s financial reporting non-compliance list): the committee noted that the event is a serial offender with regard to non-compliance for required accounting and reporting standards and believe that some consequences need to be applied for the continued failures to be halted.
Motion (Radlinski): the TRUE Commission recommends that the annual allocation to the Bob Hayes Track Meet be appropriated into a special council contingency fund each year until a contract is signed and the Office of Sports and Entertainment verifies the appropriate expenditure of and reporting on the funds – approved 4-0.
2016-168 (authorizing the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector to enter into an agreement with a third party vendor to identify improperly claimed homestead exemptions): The commissioners debated the extent to which this process should be performed by staff of the Property Appraiser’s office versus a private contractor and whether the vendor fee of 30% of the back taxes, interest and penalties collected was an appropriate fee.  Commissioners were asked to forward questions for the Property Appraiser and Tax Collector to staff for transmission to those officers for response.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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